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12 Gondla 2 Melghat Vlllages Use Commumty Forest
nghts ToEarn From Forests In Sustamable Manner

V'jay.P!n}arIar
@tlmesgreup com

N_a'f_gpu-r: Evenascommunity |
forest rights (CFR) have met &&=
with limited success, ¥ e

and
failed to pan out across all for-

- gstcommunities, 14 gram sab-

has have shown the way by ex-

ercisingtheirrightsontendu | «fmms=a
| patta and makmgaturnever B i e
of around351lakh. - R Gt

ThlS isthe third eensecu—

| tive year where villages col-
| lected tendu and sold it, pass-

ing on the benefits to the
communities. Of these 14
sramsabhas12arein Gondia
and 2 in Amravatidistrict.

‘During tendu season in

May thisyear, 12 villages, Man-

“gatola, Dhamditola, Tumadi-
kasa, Paulzola, Mehtakheda,
- Mohandi, Vasani, Heti, Girola,
Lendezari, Pradhantola and
~ Malijunga, from Gondia col-
lected 7,57,735 tendu bundles

: Tendu Ieaves bemg dned and packed ina wllage &)
nancial support was provid-

_collected ten du Ieaves

» Over 2, 0@0 persens frem 14__ '
villagesin Gondiaand Me], t

» They targeted arou nd 8 000
hectare forestareaunder -

| community forestrights

> Peeple collected 775:_; tan-

(775.73 standard bags) from [ o oo

 theirforest areas under CFR.

Dilip Gode, secretary of

| -‘-Vldarbha Nature Censerva-

tion Society (VNCS) said 561
fam111es and more than 2,000

persons were involved in this
for

process, which 1asted

i some 10days.
. Agroupof gram sabhas an
apex body of the villages, fixed
- therate of 175 per 100 bundles
for tendu leaf collection and
| paid the people immediately
- on getting material at a collec-
| tion centre. “They sold collect-
~ ed tendu leaves for 74,500 per -
| standard bag to a trader from
. WestBengal,” hesaid. |
~ Gode says there may be
 few success stories like this,

where despite extraction of

| forest preduee ecological as-
- pects are being valued. “The
villagers protected forests

from fires and bush cutting.

There was no illicit felling
-and poaching. Due to regen-
eratten of forests thdllfe.

__ b thlagers get wages

| » Tomeetinitial expeases fn- -
_nancial helpcame fre state

tribalcor "_'___j'_eratl on

and Khoj from Melghat facil-
itated collection process

» NGOSVNCS from Nagpur

has staged a comeback. The

area where CFR work is be-
ingdoneispartof Navegaon-
__N ag.e.tra corridor,” headded.
Godesaid thisisthethird

year_ people have exercised

theirrights despite many ob-

stacles in- the trade, like
blockade by vested interests,

~ lackof marketingsupportby
related government depart-
“ments and volatile market

and eltmattc conditions.
The locals |

| themselves
managed eelleetten checking,
~ grading, dryingand packingof
the material followed by sale

and maintained allrecords.
- This process was facili-

tated by VNCS, whereas fi-

cuttingiso

ed by Maharashtra State
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Cooperative Tribal Develop- :

ment Corporation, a state
government body. function-

ing under the department of

tr1ba1 development to meet
the cost of initial payment

for celleetlen and manage-

"._ ment of centre. The amount
~ was sought as ‘temporary

capital and will be returned

to the corporation after re-

- ceipt of full and final pay- - :

ment from the purchasers.
‘Tendu leaves (80 standard

bags) were also collected by

two villages in Melghat area of

Amravati with facilitation by :
Khoj, working for CFRs. “Peo-
ple from Melghat villages in-
volved are happy to exercise
their power not only for in- :
come, butforestablishingtheir
- ownership over the land and :
regulating its use by prevent-
ing forest destruction,”
Purnima Upadhyaya of Khoj.

said :

Instead of aimingfor more

- yteld by using ecologically un-

stistainable practiceslikebush
cuttmg and forest fires, villag-

~ erssetan example by givingup

the controversial practices.
“In ‘Maharashtra, bush

forest department, ‘which
helps generate more income
tothetradersbutdegrades fer—
est and arrestsre generatten

says Gede | ‘
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